investigation of the behaviour of gases through which electric dis charges are passing. It will be interesting to follow out the investigation, especially with a view of examining the influence of sun-spot variation. The question of magnetic disturbances is more complicated, but as magnetical observatories are being established in many countries, the time may not be far distant when we shall be able to bring the irregular disturbances within the reach of calculation.
V. " On the Conditions for effective Scour in
When the lumbar vertebrae of a native Australian, or of several other low races of man, are placed in apposition, the centra form a curved column, with the concavity directed to the front. In other words, the bodies of the lumbar vertebrae are not moulded as in the European, but are wedge-shaped in the opposite direction. This con dition can be expressed and contrasted in the different races by formulating a lumbo-vertebral index. In calculating this index the anterior vertical diameter of the vertebral body is taken as the standard, VOL. XLV.
